Why focus on the party host?
The Party Patrol (or Dispersal) is handled in different ways across all the communities, and this isn't surprising.  In fact, you may know that we collaborated with the California ABC in August on a one-day training on this topic for police officers involved in our project.  One of the objectives we emphasized in that training was in focusing enforcement efforts on party hosts rather than guests.  

The reason to focus on party hosts is that we're trying to reduce the number of out-of-control parties, which means that students and the community have to recognize that the concern is about those parties and not just any kind of "underage drinking."  We would never argue against enforcement minor in procession laws if that's what the community wants, but if the enforcement seems limited to just those students who happen to be walking in public with a drink in their hand, it detracts from the attention to parties per se.

Ideally, a party host should be liable for providing alcohol to minors (at the party), which is a more serious infraction than an "MIP."  We are aware that formal criminal processing of party hosts can be very labor-intensive (e.g., in securing the residence and gathering evidence), which is why many jurisdictions don't really do it.  In that case, however, we want to strongly urge your collaborators in law enforcement to make every effort to reach the hosts, cite them (if they are minors themselves) and issue a warning about their liability (both criminal and civil) as well as their ethical responsibility to protect their guests.  In the end, we are trying to get potential hosts to decide against having a large party (small ones would go un-noticed unless the behavior of some was completely unruly or exceptionally loud).  

Local noise or party ordinances should certainly come into play whenever possible, as they also reinforce the emphasis on hosting.  These options vary across communities as well, of course.  

In the end, we would just like to have you and your colleagues discuss what options are available for focusing on the hosts, and how best to get this message across in the visibility activities.  There is plenty of room for local creativity here.  

